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< "CIA ihterest in such a device
-goes back at least five years,
.-reliable sourcés said. It could {
<not be learned whether the so- :
~ecalled “wiggle seat” has actuals | ;
]y been put to work by the na- |
-t;on s intelligence agencies, but J
g number of private companies, |
' who hold research and -develop-’ !
“ment contracts from the De-'
kfense Department, are known to
"be working on various aspects ;
-of the problem. )
“The Philco-Ford Corp, has .
- just put on the market a device |

. ",Aoency have shown intense in-

[ C'hic.u;o Dally News-Post-Dispatch :
;._ Special Dispatch. Copyright 1967 !

:WASHINGTON, Sept. 23 =
F~The “wiggle seat,” which must|
.. rank as one of the most unusual:
; and expensive chairs in the hzs-}

tory of furniture, is being devels;
»-op@d under the direction of thel

Central Intelligence Agency.
i © This electronic device looks!
i- like an ordinary office chair.!
--But: the unwary person whm
h takes a seat and begins to
¢ answer questions may then be;
;- “subjected, without his knowl-
i _edge, to a lie-detector examina-
L non
. The project, in which both the
e OIA and the National Secunty

terest, is officially secret. A}

1. CIA spokesman, when asked

about it, declined to comment.

But several sources have con-
1‘. firmed that the CIA, through
| contracts channeled to™ private
. industry by the Department of
..Defense, is pushing develops:

. “ment of the device. -

| .-The matter came to public
.-view as.the Senate was debat-

ing Senator Sam J, Ervin's
o-*bill of rights"” for Government

employes The bill, which was
-pav.sed by the Senate 79 to 4,

-« gharply limits the use of lie-

.. detector, or polygraph, tests by

Governmient agencies, including

CIA and NSA. ,

o Called Witcheraft

=+ The North Carolina Demo-|
crat. who is scornful of poly-!
- gmph tests and refers to;thelm‘

. as “twentieth century wigch-

[ craft,” told the Senate that the }
..CIA was developing “a lie- !
i~ detecting machine by means of

Wthh a person can be tested °

wnhout his knowledge.” ‘:

In an exchange with Senator :
- Ralph Yarborough (Dem.), Tex~ ]
. as, Ervin quipped, “If the Sena- °
i tor has any contact with the ,

. CIA, he had better be careful of ;;

. ‘where he sits . . ., It grieves me
E to think that the securlty of the ! "
' Umted States is in the hands of !

_.1nen who place thefr faith in the ¢

polygraph machine and tho
«‘wiggle seat.”” .. - ,5

g ;:arms of the chair.

: -
. =7 D, Scott Hindley, Philco’s di-

“d l I. 1] u lu‘:ulwn cc »

& defmmon of a “wiggle seat.”
The new Philco product, de-
veloped und er contracts with
"th e National Aeronautics and
{Space Administration and the
TAir Force, looks like an ordi-
vnary cushioned office chair —
i.with one exception. An instru-
-ment box protrudes from the
' chair's back, The person bemg :
‘tested must keep his hands in
: ‘contact 'with metal plates on-the

P'"This device, which costs
4785250, is offered by Philco for a
"variety of medical diagnostic
0. ! fests that might be. perfarmed
-in a hospital, clinic or pnvate'
doctor s office.
-+ But a Philco brochure, whxch{
r ‘mentions the lie-detector appli-:
] ¢éation only in passing, does em- |
! phasize: “Nothing intrudes on’
i the serenity of the setting. The

“ Ipatient does not see, much Jess | '

t'wear, an electrode - Straps
vand wires are prominent only’

i by their absence.”

7., Adaptation Sought

‘xector of market planning. in
! "Washington, confirmed that ¢he
I"company was exploring ways to -
r‘adapt the “MediScreen’” device
I'so that the unknowing subject:
“of a polygraph test. would think
. he was sitting in an ordmary
3r ¢hair, !
... This &s difficult, Hindley ex-:

"j)laxped because accurate read- :

" Mings of blood pressure, respira-. :

{"tion and other elements of poly- .
,graph tests are more difficult
when electrodes must bé hidden ¢
m the . seat and ba,ck of the

r cha:r
&'. Philco’s wor'k on such a:
¥chair, he insisted, is not being :
" sponsored by any Government
wagency, including the CIA. But»
the admitted that Philco had '
‘been in contact with certain un- ;
~named “classified” Government *
ragencieu abt)ut m work. in this

O

- Another - company intereste
=in ‘what Senator ‘Ervin called’,
rthe “wiggle seat’ is Space/De-,
"fense Corp, of Birmingham,
* Mich. :
Malcolm Ross, the ﬂrms'.
\ president, said. in a, telephone |
i~ intérview that the company had
i developed a workable poly-:
graph chair but found no wsto-;'
mers forit. .
Space/Defense Corp. does
 business with such Government
agencies as NASA, the Army: 4

'FOIAb3b

Vi

rthre—rcr—TForcead-the-Office
Nerrat—R —Ross—sxido-
-~ Government agency had ever:
i-’ shown any interest in the poly-
L graph chair.- .
- “We'd like to have & custom-
~er,”-Ross-said, “but there wu-
t ‘RO, cusmner forit” .
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